SCIENCE, LIBERTY AND PEACE
many defeats. The real, the unavowed reason for peace-
time conscription must be sought in the all too natural
desire of a powerful, centralized government to regiment
and control its subjects by placing them, actually or
potentially, under martial law and by arrogating to itself
the right, whenever it so desires (as, for example, during
an inconvenient strike), to call them to the colours. In
these days of atomic weapons, mass armies would seem
to have become something of an anachronism. Never-
theless, no country which imposed peacetime conscription
in the past shows any inclination to relax its grip upon the
masses of its people. Moreover, in countries where peace-
time conscription was previously unheard-of there are
many high military and civilian officials who advocate
the imposition of permanent military servitude upon the
masses.
f There is also another way in which the preparation for
war is useful to the holders of centralized political power.
When things go badly at home, when popular discontent
becomes inconveniently articulate, it is always possible,
in a world where war-making remains an almost sacred
habit, to shift the people's attention away from domestic
to foreign and military affairs. *A. flood of xenophobic or
imperialistic propaganda is released by the go?ermBent-
contf5lled instruments of persuasion, a 'strong policy* Is
adopted toward some foreign power, an appeal for
'national unity* (in other words, unquestioning obedi-
ence to the ruling oligarchy) is launched, and at ooee It
becomes unpatriotic for anybody to voice even the most
justifiable complaints against mismanagement or oppres-
sion. It is difficult to see how any highly cratralized
government could afford to dispense with militarism and
the threat of foreign war. This constitutes yet another
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